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Government Agent Had To Think 

Fast To Seize Nazi Dye Trust’s 

+ Patriotic U.S. Firm Tip- 

ped Off Impending Deposit Of 

$250,000 Check; Marine Author 

Thomason Put Over Junket For 

Latin American Admirals; 

Southern Nations Think U. S. 

Can’t Resist Nazis; Play Up Dis- 
sension. 


WASHINGTON, May 20—Attor- 
mey General Bob Jackson didn’t 
reveal it, but there was an excit- 
ing story behind his seizure of Ie 
G. Farbenindustrie’s $250,000 bank 
f&ccount, which the giant German 
chemical and dye trust kept in the 
National City Bank in New York. 

What Jackson didn’t tell was 
how a patriotic U.S. business firm 
tipped off the Justice Department 
about the fund, and how a fast- 
thinking Justice Department agent 
\ Mabbed it. 

The firm’s cooperation with the 
Government was voluntary. Here 
is the untold background of the 


=e seizure: 

. G. Farbenindustrie was in- 
@icted several months ago with 
the Aluminum Corporation of 


ers om charges of monopolizing 
magnesium, a product essential to 
airplanes. The Nazis have tons of 
it, while thanks to the monopoly 
arrangement with Germany, this 
country had little. But the Justice 
Department had been unable to 
serve subpoenas on I. G, Farben- 
industrie, and it looked as if the 
Government would be balked. 
One morning a tip came from 
this triotic firm that it would 
d that day a $250,000 check, 
for royalties due I.G.F., with the 
National City Bank of New York, 
where the German firm had an ac- 
count. Jackson immediately order- 
ed the entire account impounded. 
His legal authority was the prec- 
edent established in the famous 
U.S. vs. Blackmer case, in the 
Teapot Dome scandal, when the 
Government was unable to subpo- 
ena Blackmer, who fled to France. 
His bank account was attached 
and the Supreme Court upheld the 


seizure. 
Fast Action 

Within a half hour after Jack- 
son issued his order, a Justice De- 
partment agent was at the Nation- 
al City Bank with the necessary 
legal papers to claim the German 
account, including the $250,000 
check.. 

But meanwhile two-things had 
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happened. Several weeks earlier 
the Nazis had quietly removed all 
their funds from the National City, 
and that morning the bank had re- 
ceived a cable ordering the I, G. 
Farbenindustrie account transfer- 
red to the credit of the Reichs- 
credit Bank. This was clearly in 
anticipation of the $250,000 deposit 
expected made that day. 

Had the Justice agent come el- 
ther the day before or the day 
after, he would have found an 
empty till. Instead, he arrived be- 
fore the $250,000 check reached 
the bank. But when the check did 
show up, the agent reported to the 
Justice Department that the bank 
refused to accept it for deposit— 
on the ground that it was not 
certified. 

As long as the check was not 
deposited to the I.G.F. account. 
the Government had no way of 
seizing the money. And once the 
Nazis knew the Government was 
after it, they would be on their 
guard. The agent had to move 
fast and be tough. 

Serving his legal papers on 
bank officials, he notified them 
that unless they accepted . the 
check he would immediately rush 
to the nearest federal judge and 
cite them for contempt of court 
for refusing to execute the im- 
pounding order. 

The bank officials capitulated, 
and $250,000 flew the Nazi coop— 
whthout the aid of a Messerschmitt 
110. 

Southerners And Perkins 

Joseph Hergesheimer, well 
known novelist, was the guest of 
Mrs. Evalyn Walsh McLean some 
time ago, He asked his hostess to 
place him at dinner beside the 
beautiful Madame deWith, wife of 
the then Dutch Minister in Wash- 
ington, and famous as the chief 
beauty of the diplomatic corps. 
Hergesheimer had wanted to meet 
her for years. When he sat down to 
dinner, however, a lady on his 
other side immediately attracted 
his attention. . 

“‘Gosh,”’ she said, “how I hate 
Southerners.’’ 

It was none other than the Sec- 
retary of Labor, Madame Perkins, 
Hergesheimer says that her con- 
versation was so engrossing that 
he never got a chance to talk to 
the entrancing Madame deWith. 

Note — On Capitol Hill, South- 
ern Congressmen say that Miss 
Perkins’ views are fully reciprocat- 


ed. 
Latin Admirals 

The State Department scored a 
ten-strike when it finally persuad- 
ed the Navy to invite the chiefs of 
Latin American navies to visit the 
United States. The junket definite- 
ly carried weight. 

For the United States Navy, 
without any ifs, ands or buts, is 
the most powerful in the world, 
and the thing that counts in 
South America today is the belief 
that this country can really ward 
off Nazi invasion. 

Behind the scenes, the man who 
helped most to dress the stage for 
Latin American admirals was 
Johnny Thomason, better known 
for his prolific pen portraits of the 
Marines (Red Pants, Fix Bayo- 
nets, Jeb Stuart, Salt Winds and 
Gobi Dust). 

Thomason, now a colonel in the 
Marines, had served in Latin 
America, knew the importance of 
the admirals’ visit. Other U. S. 
brass hats didn’t. Admiral Harold 
Stark, Chief of Naval Operations, 
fumed and fretted, only wanted to 
Show the Good Neighbors afew 
East Coast stations. At this point 
Johnny Thomason remarked: 
“This visit is giving you a pain in 
the neck. How about letting me 
take it over?’’ o: 

Thomason insisted that the trip 
was important enough to do it 
right, demanded more entertain- 
ment money from the White House 
and got it. At first he worked on 
the idea of meeting: the admirals 
with U.S. cruisers at Barranquilla, 
Colombia, taking them out to the 
mid-Atlantic to view thé U. Ss. 
maval patrol at work. This was giv- 


coast inspection 
tions was substituted plus a stop- 
= in Hollywood, — 


| 


States weak and dissension-torn.|taurant when Tinkham swooped war, but is being hampered 


Strikes, Lindbergh speeches and) down on him with a frayed news| sides by a bearded 
clipping, which claimed that a ma- 


Herbert Hoover are played up by 
the Latin press, interpreted as| 


meaninz the U.S.A. is split into bit-| jority of Vermonters were against 


ter campe and could not possibly 
deiend the Western Hemisphere. 


Merry-Go-Round 
Acting on a suggestion made by 


Thomas D. Campbell, well - known 
Montana wheat grower, during his 


| recent visit to England, the British 


Ministry of Agriculture will appoint 
a commission to ‘‘work out a basis 


the U.S. becoming involved in war. 
“Read it aioud,” demanded! back to Plymouth Rock. Though away. 
Tinkham of Massachusetts, “I dare this is doubted in some quarters, | (Copyright, 1941, by United 


you,” | 
« 1, | vouch for it. However, when Tink. | — anaeue ig 
Gilad to, George, = ham's progenitors landed on the 


Plumiley of Vermont, quickly scan- k, Plumley’s progenitors wav- 


ning the newspaper story: “‘It) 
says: 

“Ninety-five per cent of Ver- 
of couperation between British) mont is under arms, including two 


| Empire and United States farm-)| reserve officer sons of Representa- 


ers”’. . .The GOP-controlled Kan-| tive Charles Plumley. Roosevelt is | 


sas Legisiature hit Representative) trying to keep the country out of | 


Jack Houston, lone Kansas Demo- | 
crat, with everything but the wat-| 
erbucket in gerrymandering his 
district, but he takes it philosoph:- 
cally. “‘When a salesman makes 
good on the job,”’ he says with a 
grin, ‘‘Lis territory is increased.’’ 
. . .U. S. Military Intelligence pla- 
ces the number of German panzer 
divisions at not over 20 out of a 
total of 260 divisions. 
Bearded Congressman 
Rock-ribbed GOP Congressmen 


‘Charles A. Plumley of Vermont | 


and bearded George H. Tinkham | |} 


of Massachusetts see eye-to-eye on 
practically every subject but two 


ain. 

Good friends, the two New Eng- | 
landers vie in tracing their ances- 
try back several centuries. They 
also differed vigorously on the! 
lend-lease program, Plumley be- 
ing for it, Tinkham against. 

The other day, Plumley, an affa- 
ble, cultured former college profes- 
sor, was lunching in the House res- 
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on ait| ed them welcome.” 


congressman, Congressmen et nearby tables 


named Tinkham, who has made a| TO8Ted at Plumiey's quick » witted 


career of hating England. 


improvisation, while the sputter. 
ing Gentleman from Massachusetts 


“Tinkham traces his family tree| crabbed his clipping, and waddled 
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